processes and the mechanical devices of the West and to enter
into successful competition in its commercial life. It seems fairly
clear that the Chinese have more in common with the modem
West than they have with India.
When the similarities between China and the Occident have
been pointed out, however, the fact remains that in many basic
characteristics the two civilizations are antipathetic. As a con-
sequence Chinese culture has been disrupted and thrown into
chaos, with great suffering to millions of Chinese and with danger
to the rest of the world. It is a spectacle the like of which in sheer
magnitude human beings have never before seen.  The largest
fairly homogeneous group of mankind is experiencing the most
thorough-going and destructive revolution in its history. The out-
come remains uncertain. The Chinese may be stimulated to fresh
originality and build a civilization which will integrate in partially
or entirely new forms some of the old with many of the features
of the Occident. On the other hand they may sink more or less
permanently into chaos, become more than ever politically and
economically subject to foreign peoples, and retain only enfeebled
remnants of their older culture unsuccessfully combined with un-
intelligently adopted institutions and ideas from the Occident.
At the best there is every indication that the full outcome will not
be clearly seen for at least a generation and probably very much
longer. So shattering an experience to so large a body of mankind
cannot be passed through quickly.
The world should not lose faith in China if the process requires
centuries. Many of us who have known and loved the Chinese
have a hopeful confidence in the ultimate result and base it upon
what we know of Chinese history and of individual Chinese of
to-day. We see no clear signs of degeneration in the native ca-
pacity of the race. Remembering as we do the ability which the
Chinese have shown in the past to construct a civilization we
believe that they will ultimately recover from the stunning blows
dealt them and will once more create a worthy culture. It is im-
probable, however, that we or our children's children will live to
see our faith fully justified. The next century or more probably
has in store as intense sufferings as the Chinese have ever known,
Some of us, however, are not without faith that these will prove
the birth pangs of a new and greater China—even though we can-
not now clearly discern its features.

